
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                  March 15, 2015 
  
FOURTH  SUNDAY  IN  LENT 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship  
 Hymn – 243 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, there are things about my life I wish were 
different. There are other things I wish were not part of my life 
at all.  I look to you to help me with this. I want you to remove 
the things I want to disappear, or at least change my feelings 
about them so my feelings no longer bother me.  I want to 
wake up one morning and find that the things I want to be 
different actually are different.  This is not how you do change.  
The change you effect happens by engaging me, by evoking 
responses which are not customary for me, even by enraging 
me, and always by expanding what I attend to in ways that are 
often surprising. This way you interact with me makes me 
more of a participant in my life, which is a change, although 
not the one I expected.  I find it difficult to embrace this way 
you work.  I hold onto the hope that something inside me or 
outside me will disappear and everything will be different.  I 
believe this is magical thinking, something I do not hold with, 
and yet I hold to it anyway.  Why is that? 

 
Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 3:14-21 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 249 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
         
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 165 
 Charge and Benediction 
 
 
 



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY     10:00  Worship 
        11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
        11:20  Lunch 
MONDAY      1:00  Centering Prayer, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings for March 22, 2015 
Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 51:1-12 or Psalm 119:9-16 

Hebrews 5:5-10; John 12:20-33 
 

F.Y.I. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
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We are a community that gathers in an attitude of 
reverence directed toward God. 

 
Reverence is a feeling of deep respect and devotion, of 
profound awe, of admiration and esteem and honor, 

of gratitude. 
 

This feeling arises from the experience of knowing that 
it is not possible to be separate from the welcoming and 
embracing presence of God, who is with us in anything 

and everything that life brings us, always accepting how 
we feel and what we think, always working to help us 
inhabit what is true for us, always helping us fashion 

the most fully human response possible for us as 
concerns what our life contains. 

 
If you are able to enter this worship experience in a 
reverential manner, you are encouraged to immerse 

yourself in the experience. 
 

If you are not able to do so, you are encouraged to 
consider that being truthful to your experience is a way 
of showing reverence to God who invites you to explore 
the value of the way you feel in your life and about your 

life.  You are also invited to ponder with us our 
conceptions about God, looking for more adequate 
ways to understand God and how God personally 

companions and supports us in all things. 
 

Welcome!

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


FOURTH  SUNDAY  IN  LENT [John 3:14-21] 

The Son of Man is a “being” in first century mythology. His 
inclusion in a text indicates that the text is in some way dealing 
with change. If we internalize this text so that what it describes is 
happening inside us, then the text is addressing an internal 
change, a time when our self-experience is changing: an old way 
of experiencing our self is coming to an end and a new way is 
beginning. The reference to Moses and the serpent in the 
wilderness is from an account in Numbers 21 where in the middle 
of a time of change the people of Israel fall victim to a spell from 
within, a “whispering” which causes them to doubt; they lose 
their confidence in God’s leading, and became afraid. The root of 
the word “serpents” is a word meaning “to hiss, i.e. whisper a 
spell.” Moses creates an image of a serpent as a symbol for the 
internal whispering that is “striking” [biting] the people and 
causing them to lose their energy for living. Moses “lifts up” the 
symbol for what is ailing the people, and as they look on it their 
own fear no longer immobilizes them. The analogy here is that 
when our self-experience is being changed it is important to look 
at and understand what is involved in such a change. If we are 
able to understand what is involved in such a change there is a 
greater likelihood we will trust the change, in which case being 
changed will bring us perpetual vitality [the literal meaning of the 
words translated as “eternal life”] rather than our being undone 
by the change. We are to “lift up” what is involved in changes 
being made to our self-experience. 
 The Gospel reading for the second Sunday in Lent [Mark 8:31-
38] describes what changes to our self-experience involve: 1) 
“Suffering.” The Greek word refers to “sensations and impressions 
(usually painful).” The issue here is to realize that changes in our 
self-experience will bring about many feelings and thoughts, some 
of which, if not most of which, will make us uncomfortable. The 
discomfort is to be expected, and is not a sign that something has 
gone wrong. 2) The disapproval/rejection of the authority figures 
in our personality. Whatever in us represents our tradition will 
not like the thoughts and feelings that emerge in awareness. 
These thoughts and feelings will be what was discouraged in our 

past. 3) The changes that emerge in our awareness will be 
removed from our awareness because they are not harmonious 
with the values we have already internalized and the disapproval 
they elicit. 4) After a period of time the changes will return to our 
awareness and will stand up for us to notice so we can give further 
consideration. Changes to our self-experience will move through 
this cycle, over and over again, and we are asked to observe it and 
pay attention to it. Changes in our self-experience are not linear; 
they are cyclical and spiral downwards toward the center of who 
we are. This is what needs to be “lifted up” so that we can keep it 
in our mind’s eye. 
 It is important to keep in mind the context for such internal 
change. The context is stated in verse 16: “For God so loved the 
world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but have eternal life.” Changes in our self-
experience are expressions of a deliberate, willful choice made by 
God to love us; that is to bring us the fullness of our human life by 
saving us and redeeming us. Saying the same thing differently, God 
loves us by doing what is needed to keep us from being worn 
down by the constant effort we make to meet our “Ego Ideals,” 
the effort to not be the person we are and instead to be someone 
we think we should be. God will accomplish this by recovering for 
us those aspects of our life which were left behind as we grew up 
and which have not been included in our life as an adult. When we 
were children we needed to pursue someone else’s ideal of who 
we should be, and in the process certain aspects of who we are 
never developed. The aspect of God referred to as “Son” or 
“Christ” is given to each of us for the purpose of recovering these 
aspects of our life which have not been included. God as Christ or 
Son will bring to our awareness what has not been included, and 
will be its advocate until we are able to embrace it ourselves. 
Anyone who trusts this work Christ does will not be destroyed by 
the changes [although it will sometimes feel that way], but instead 
will get hold of perpetual vitality [eternal life]. 
 [The following paragraph is an attempt to capture the meaning 
of verses 17-21. It is not a consecutive verse by verse re-stating.] 
Our normal human moralizing mind will think of this change in our 



self-experience in a different way: it will see it as God’s having 
decided against us and condemning us. It is imperative, therefore, 
to keep in our mind’s eye that the purpose of these changes is to 
protect or deliver an orderly arrangement of our life compared to 
the imbalanced life we live now. If we give credence to what 
Christ is doing, if we are persuaded that these changes are for the 
purpose of correcting an imbalance in the way we live, we will 
avoid the condemnation our normal mind will bring to the 
changes we are undergoing. If we are not persuaded in this way 
the condemnation of our moralistic mind will already be in effect. 
I do not believe this is a decision we actually make, but is a 
consequence of how we see and understand the changes we are 
undergoing. How we are persuaded is shown simply by what we 
favor: do we favor looking at what Christ illuminates about our 
interior world, or do we favor remaining in the obscurity we are 
accustomed to even though doing so is hurtful. We repeatedly 
and habitually favor the flawed way we live, thereby loving less 
the illumination offered us, because we fear the exposure of what 
has been hidden inside us and the judgment that comes when it is 
seen. When we move toward the revealing of what Christ 
illuminates for us we demonstrate the activity with which God is 
involved. The issue raised in this text is whether we are persuaded 
that these changes serve God’s intention of bringing us the fullest 
life we are capable of having. If so, we will find ourselves opening 
to what we are shown; if not, we will find ourselves remaining 
with the obscurity that is familiar. We are not asked to make 
ourselves persuaded, but to notice whether or not we are, and to 
think about it. There are consequences either way. 

[Jim Robie, 3-12-15, Cycle B, John 3:14-21] 


